
John Kline Supports Expanding Transparency for Our Veterans 

Washington, Jul 21 

WASHINGTON – Minnesota Congressman John Kline voted today for legislation that would give access to 

important health data from Dept. of Veterans Affairs (VA) hospitals in Minnesota and across the country. The 

Veterans Information Modernization Act (H.R. 2256) passed the U.S. House of Representatives with 

overwhelming bipartisan support.  

“Through their service and sacrifice our veterans have protected our nation, and deserve a government that 

fulfills the promise of quality care,” said Kline, a 25-year veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps whose son has served 

three tours in Iraq and Afghanistan. “In order to hold the VA accountable, we must have access to information 

on the services provided and the costs associated with them, and I was pleased to support legislation that 

provides needed transparency.” 

H.R. 2256 would: 

• Demands further accountability by requiring the VA to provide Congress updates on health care, including 

nursing home care, and medical services by the VA health system; 

• Increases safety standards for biological 

implants and information on those used in VA 

medical facilities; 
• Provides support for studies to examine the VA’s 

effectiveness in treating veterans with mental 

health issues; and  

Kline recently voted on bipartisan legislation to keep faith with our veterans which passed the House last week. 

He will continue to champion efforts on VA reform next week when the House is scheduled to vote on the VA 

Accountability Act (H.R. 1994), legislation he co-sponsored, which would put veterans before bureaucrats by 

giving the Department of Veterans Affairs secretary sweeping new authority to fire corrupt or incompetent 

employees for cause. 

Kline is a 2015 recipient of the Charles Dick Medal of Merit from the National Guard Association of the United 

States for his loyalty and commitment to the men and women of the National Guard. Kline was recognized for 

numerous provisions he championed on behalf of veterans including an effort to reverse a decision by the 

Pentagon which broke the promise of accessible and affordable health care benefits for our veterans. 

Kline serves on the House Armed Services Committee. He also is Chairman of the House Education and the 

Workforce Committee. He and his wife, Vicky, live in Burnsville.  
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