
HASC Approves Bipartisan National Defense Bill which 
Includes Key Kline Provisions 

 
WASHINGTON – The national defense bill, which includes several key provisions championed by Minnesota 
Congressman John Kline, passed the House Armed Services Committee earlier this morning with strong 
bipartisan support. The Fiscal Year 2016 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), H.R. 1735, serves as the 
budgetary blueprint for the Pentagon and will likely be considered next month by the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 
 
“I take seriously our constitutional role in Congress to ‘provide for the common defense’ and I was pleased this 
legislation received strong bipartisan support,” said Kline, a 25-year veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps and 
senior member of HASC whose wife is a retired Army nurse and son has served three tours in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. “I was proud to champion provisions that will ensure we keep faith with our sons and daughters 
in uniform while better equipping them for the challenges they face overseas and here at home.” 
 
In an era of unprecedented threat and uncertainty that includes the spread of ISIS and the possibility of a 
nuclear Iran, the bipartisan legislation ensures America’s armed forces are agile, efficient, and ready. The 
bipartisan legislation also protects American taxpayers by cutting waste, reallocating resources to more urgent 
priorities, and making long-needed reforms to provide further oversight and require greater accountability.  
 
Among the provisions Kline championed: 
 

• Kline’s Yellow Ribbon reintegration legislation, which provides for a stronger and more resilient ready 
reserve component that has proven effective in preparing veterans and their families for safe, healthy, 
and successful reintegration will again be included in the NDAA. Kline’s provision provides greater 
strength and flexibility with the Yellow Ribbon program to ensure reintegration for our Guard units.  

• In his continued pursuit of answers about the U.S. Embassy evacuation in Yemen and his resolve for 
needed oversight, Kline is championing legislation that would require the Pentagon to notify Congress 
when evacuations include the destruction of U.S. weapons.  

• Recognizing it should continue to be a top priority to provide our troops with the necessary protection 
and support to defeat ISIS in Iraq and Syria, Kline introduced a provision to assert our stated goal that 
the Administration should not implement arbitrary self-imposed restrictions on the amount of 
protection available to our military forces forward deployed.  

 
Earlier this month, Kline participated in a congressional delegation fact-finding trip to reinforce the need for 
strong leadership in the world, including an overarching strategy to defeat the terrorist threat. He had a series 
of meetings with key partners in the Middle East and Europe. 
 
 
In addition to serving on the House Armed Services Committee, Kline serves as the Chairman of the House 
Education and the Workforce Committee. In 2012, AMVETS honored Kline with the prestigious “Silver Helmet 
Award” for his “loyalty and dedication to America’s veterans.” In 2008, the National Guard Bureau honored 
Kline with one of its highest civilian awards, a “Heritage Painting” for his efforts on behalf of all veterans. Kline 
and his wife, Vicky, live in Burnsville. 
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